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WEEKLY NEWSLETTER – 10th of January 2025


1. New: Delayed faecal elastase from UHB Biochemistry 
2. Reminder: Important update: radiology advice and guidance closure 
3. Reforming elective care for patients
4. Adult flu procurement and supply 2025/26
5. Early flu payment recovery 
6. Influenza season 2024/25: Use of antiviral medicines 
7. Smallpox and mpox: the green book
8. LMC collective action tracker survey
9. New: University of Birmingham Immunology Lab Testing Facilities 
10. New: Updating urgent care and treatment centre information
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1.New: Delayed faecal elastase results from UHB Biochemistry

Faecal elastase assays cannot currently be processed because of a fault with the respective sample analyser. 

Any specimens awaiting processing are being stored at -20°C to maintain their integrity and UHB is waiting for the supplier to rectify the problem.




[bookmark: NO2]2.Reminder: Important update: radiology advice and guidance service closure

Please note that the Radiology Advice and Guidance Service at University Hospitals Birmingham (UHB) closed on 1 January 2025.

This change follows the successful re-introduction of GP Direct Access Pathways for imaging and the implementation of ICE requesting, which have reduced the need for Radiology Advice and Guidance referrals.

Key points:  

UHB radiologists and key radiographers will continue to vet all GP radiology referrals to ensure the most appropriate test is conducted, minimising patient delays.

All imaging requests must be submitted via the ICE electronic requesting pathway ( or the updated forms rolled out if you do not have access to ICE) to avoid requests being returned.

Should you have any queries once a referral has been made via ICE you can contact UHB Radiology team by email: icesupport@uhb.nhs.uk.
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A new joint NHS and government plan setting out how the NHS will reform elective care services and meet the 18-week referral to treatment constitutional standard by March 2029 has been published. Under this plan, elective care will be increasingly personalised, with a focus on improving experience and empowering people with choice and control over when and where they will be treated.

Thanks to the combined efforts of teams, the NHS is delivering more elective care than ever before, and long waits are coming down; two-year waits have been all but eradicated, and 18-month waits have been reduced by 96%. Despite this progress, many patients are yet to feel a benefit, and too many are still waiting too long for care.

The plan outlines a wide range of measures to help the NHS meet the 18-week standard and reform elective care, with primary care playing a vital role. This includes further enabling direct referral from primary care for tests and checks and funding general practice to expand Advice and Guidance (A&G). Read more detailed information about the Reforming elective care for patients plan and the role of primary care.





[bookmark: NO4]4.Adult flu procurement and supply 2025/26

Thank you to primary care colleagues who responded to the questionnaire on the current adult flu procurement and supply model. Providers and commissioners should continue to order vaccine and plan service delivery for the 2025/26 flu season as normal. More details on the 2025/26 programme including recommended vaccines will be available in the national flu immunisation programme 2025 to 2026 letter, due to be published shortly.

Manufacturers and providers will be informed well in advance of any changes to the 2026/27 and/or future seasons following this and other engagement, to ensure minimal impact on flu vaccination provision.


[bookmark: NO5]5.Early flu payment recovery

Where flu vaccinations have been administered in general practice and community pharmacy to adults outside of the announced and authorised cohorts prior to 3 October, and evidence of exceptional clinical circumstances has not been or cannot be provided, the Item of Service fees will be recovered/withheld. These cohorts are based on JCVI guidance and ensure that people have the best protection over winter as evidence suggests that the flu vaccine’s effectiveness can wane over time in adults.

The reimbursement for vaccine supply will still apply in the usual way this year to reflect the costs to the provider.
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Prescribers working in primary care may now prescribe, and community pharmacists may now supply antiviral medicines (oseltamivir and zanamivir) for the prophylaxis and treatment of influenza at NHS expense. This is in accordance with NICE guidance, and Schedule 2 to the National Health Service (General Medical Services Contracts (Prescription of drugs etc) Regulations 2004), commonly known as the Grey List or Selected List Scheme (SLS).

Full details can be found here.









[bookmark: NO7]7.Smallpox and mpox: the green book

Smallpox and mpox immunisation information for public health professionals was updated on 24 December 2024. This includes updated epidemiology following clade I cases in UK and clarification of advice in the event of a failed intradermal administration.

Full details can be found here.
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Thank you to those who have participated in the collective action tracker surveys so far.  

The January action tracker survey will open on Monday 13 January for two weeks, closing at 5pm on Sunday 26 January. The survey link has been shared via the bulletin and SMS messages will be sent to GP partner members on Monday 13 January asking them to provide information of the collective actions that they are currently undertaking. We would be grateful if you could share this link with your networks and practice managers. We appreciate your efforts in encouraging practices in your area to continue taking action. No identifiable data will be created as a result of this survey.  The more responses we receive, the better we can use this data to pressurise the government for change. 
 
The BMA has now published more information on each collective action to support practices. We would appreciate if you could please disseminate the updated BMA’s GP collective action webpage and refer them to the refreshed Safe Working Guidance Handbook.
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9.New: University of Birmingham Immunology Lab Testing Facilities

On Monday 30 December 2024, the University of Birmingham discontinued its service to the NHS for providing immunology lab facilities and will no longer accept requests from those practices that historically formed part of Birmingham South Central CCG. 

From 1 January 2025, if immunology samples are being collected and delivered to Heartlands Hospital, then this will continue as usual business. However, if samples are being sent to the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, then there is a protocol in place by the lab management team which will ensure samples are sent to Heartlands Hospital rather than the University.

Should there be specific changes to the process for practices making requests then we will notify you in due course.  


[bookmark: NU10]10.New: Updating urgent care and treatment centre information

Please can all practices and providers check that their urgent care and treatment centre information on their websites is up to date. It’s come to our attention that some practices are directing patients to services that are closed, such as the Boots walk-in clinic on High Street, Birmingham, which closed in 2022. The most up to date information can be found on the ICB website under ‘Urgent care or urgent treatment centres’.


Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00 and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net. If you do call the offices, then please leave a message as this will be transferred direct to our emails and we can respond quicker.

Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us. Could we also remind Practices that any copies of patient related correspondence MUST be anonymised as the LMC cannot accept patient identifiable data.

Helpful Links:
BMA Website: https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices

GOVERNMENT Website: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND Website: https://www.england.nhs.uk/
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