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WEEKLY NEWSLETTER – 13th of December 2024




1. New: Collaborative Care Record system upgrade
2. Help share the new Equality, Diversity and Improvement (EDI) Plan for primary care
3. Government ban on puberty suppressing hormones made indefinite 
4. Supporting Armed Forces Reservists in Healthcare 
5. Updates to Health Protection Notification Regulations 


















1.New: Collaborative Care Record system upgrade

The Collaborative Care Record will be undergoing a system upgrade and will be unavailable from 4pm on Friday 13 December. 

The system is expected to be back online and fully operational by Monday 16 December.

If you encounter any issues once the system is back online, please call 0345 6461163 or email collaborative.care.record@nhs.net.



2.Help shape the new Equality, Diversity and Improvement (EDI) Plan for primary care 

NHS England is inviting colleagues from all four sectors of primary care, in both clinical and non-clinical roles, to share any final reflections of what they would wish to see in a new EDI Improvement Plan for staff working in primary care. Colleagues are invited to fill out the survey to offer ideas and thoughts on what could be included.

The survey closes on 3 January. If you have any queries about the survey, please email england.nationalediteam@nhs.net.


3.Government ban on puberty suppressing hormones made indefinite

The Government has announced that the existing emergency measures banning the sale and supply of puberty suppressing hormones for the treatment of gender dysphoria or incongruence in under-18s have been made indefinite. A letter outlining updated information for primary care can be found here.

NHS patients who are already receiving these medicines for gender dysphoria or incongruence can continue to access them, as can patients receiving the medicines for other uses. 
For children and young people whose access to puberty suppressing hormones have been discontinued (for example, prescriptions from non-UK prescribers) and are not on the waiting list of children’s gender services, NHS England will offer a targeted support from local NHS mental health services in England. Children, young people and their families can access this service, which is being coordinated through NHS Arden and GEM Commissioning Support Unit, by contacting agem.cyp-gnrss@nhs.net or calling 03001316775 and selecting option 3.


4.Supporting Armed Forces Reservists in Healthcare

The Armed Forces Reservists Programme at NHS Employers is dedicated to enhancing the employment and experience of Armed Forces reservists in healthcare. They have a number of resources to guide organisations in becoming forces-friendly employers, including a toolkit, case studies, policy guidance, and support for external recognition. If you’re already implementing forces-friendly practices or just starting out, they’d love to hear from you. Email armedforces@nhsemployers.org to showcase your efforts in primary care and contribute to a stronger network of forces-friendly employers across the healthcare sector. 







5.Updates to Health Protection Notification Regulations 

The Department of Health and Social Care ran a consultation from 12 July to 15 November 2023, seeking views on updates to the Health Protection Notification Regulations (2010) (HPNR). Following analysis, the government response has been published. The updates are the addition of eight infectious diseases (including chickenpox) to be made notifiable under schedule 1 of the HPNR, and 10 more causative agents to be made notifiable by laboratories under schedule 2. The HPNR will be updated on 6 April 2025.


Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00 and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net. If you do call the offices, then please leave a message as this will be transferred direct to our emails and we can respond quicker.

Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us. Could we also remind Practices that any copies of patient related correspondence MUST be anonymised as the LMC cannot accept patient identifiable data.

Helpful Links:
BMA Website: https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices

GOVERNMENT Website: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND Website: https://www.england.nhs.uk/
Birmingham Local Medical Committee – Newsletter 
image1.jpeg
Birmingham

LOCAL MEDICAL COMMITTEE

Supporting the Business of General Practice




