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WEEKLY NEWSLETTER – 17th of January 2025



1. GPCE update for all GPs
2. Fundraising for the Cameron Fund
3. Update on proposed funding uplift for general practice and GPs in ARRS
4. Additional vaccinations to eligible individuals where clinically indicated
5. BMA decline workload transfer letter





















[bookmark: NO1]1.GPCE update for all GPs

Please find attached update from GPCE for your information. 








[bookmark: NO2]2.Fundraising for the Cameron Fund

The Cameron Fund is the GPs' own charity and the only medical benevolent charity which solely supports general practitioners and their dependants.
The Cameron Fund now has a JustGiving page for anyone undertaking a fundraising event who might like to nominate to the Fund as their chosen charity. 

Website
www.cameronfund.org.uk/news 

X
X.com/TheCameronFund/status/1876632834632515712 

Facebook
www.facebook.com/TheCameronFund
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3.Update on proposed funding uplift for general practice and GPs in ARRS

On the 20 December 2024, Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, Wes Streeting, wrote to general practice contractors highlighting the consultation with the General Practitioners Committee of England (GPCE) for the contractual arrangements for 25/26 was starting. As part of his update, to provide reassurance to the sector, the proposed funding uplift for general practice was indicated as £889m for 25/26, representing a 7.2% cash growth and the largest uplift to GP funding since the beginning of the 5-year framework. The outcome of consultations with the GPCE will be communicated in the usual way.

In addition, it was also confirmed that recently qualified GPs employed via the Additional Roles Reimbursement Scheme (ARRS) will continue to be supported through the scheme next year. PCNs are encouraged to make full use of the funding available to them to recruit.
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4.Additional vaccinations to eligible individuals where clinically indicated

Practices and commissioners are reminded that practices are eligible for an Item of Service (IoS) fee for additional vaccines administered to eligible individuals where clinically indicated for medical reasons, including post-transplant, in line with the Green Book. Details of which vaccinations this applies to can be found in section 19, paragraphs 4 and 5 of the SFE.

Practices should contact their commissioner to manage claims when they administer vaccines for such purposes.
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Please find attached BMA template letter, which is part of safe working guidance, for your information.  

Dr Rupesh Jha West Midlands GPC representative has also provided the below wording for A&G which practices can use at their discretion.

Please note that this is a direct referral, not a request for advice and guidance. As outlined in current BMA guidance and part of GP collective action, GPs are not contractually obliged to engage with A&G. Additionally, all required information has been provided meeting the minimum dataset for a referral. As such, the responsibility for onward referral now sits with your team. For further details, please refer to the following resources." " https://www.bma.org.uk/our-campaigns/gp-campaigns/contracts/gp-contract-202425-changes.



Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00 and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net. If you do call the offices, then please leave a message as this will be transferred direct to our emails and we can respond quicker.

Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us. Could we also remind Practices that any copies of patient related correspondence MUST be anonymised as the LMC cannot accept patient identifiable data.

Helpful Links:
BMA Website: https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices

GOVERNMENT Website: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND Website: https://www.england.nhs.uk/
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