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WEEKLY NEWSLETTER – 29th of November 2024



1. New: Bank holiday provision over Christmas and New Year 2024-25
2. New: Lung cancer resources 
3. Friends and Family Test feedback cards and promotional materials 
4. COVID-19 vaccination service procurement: launch of the Site Selection Process for fixed sites
5. Please see below link to letter from David Melbourne for your information
6. Victoria Road Surgery Supports Children in Need 
7. Please see attached, Air Pollution leaflet, for your information 
















[bookmark: NO1]1.New: Bank holiday provision over Christmas and New Year 2024-25

Please click to view details of pharmaceutical provision across the West Midlands ICBs for Christmas and New Year 2024-25 Bank Holidays for your information.
 
Additional pharmacies may also be open on this date, and this can be confirmed on the NHS.UK website where pharmacies can be located by completing a postcode search





[bookmark: NO2]2.New: Lung cancer resources

GatewayC has a range of learning resources in relation to lung cancer early diagnosis, which you can learn about here.
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3.Friends and Family Test feedback cards and promotional materials 

From February 2025, NHS organisations will no longer be able to order printed copies of Friends and Family Test (FFT) promotional materials. Digital assets will still be available and information on where these will be hosted will be shared in the new year.
Publicising the FFT can help encourage patients to share their views. Please make sure to put in any final orders before the end of January 2025 with a minimum order of 500 copies per item.
Printed materials are currently available for primary care, dentistry, inpatient, mental health, outpatient, patient transport, community and maternity services. Search ‘FFT’ on the Health Publications website. For more information, contact england.insight-queries@nhs.net.


[bookmark: NO4]4.COVID-19 vaccination service procurement: launch of the Site Selection Process for fixed sites

NHS England regional teams will soon launch additional procurements for fixed site COVID-19 vaccination services. Regions will publish the requirements for the services they intend to commission on the Health Family Portal. Providers must be registered on this website to view opportunities in their area and submit a response.
The publication of regions’ procurement opportunities will be staggered. Regions will publish their requirements for fixed sites throughout the next week; please monitor the Health Family Portal for opportunities and note individual procurement deadlines for each area.
National guidance and contracts for all providers have been published here to support this process.  


[bookmark: NO5]5.Please see below link to letter from David Melbourne for your information

Letter_from_David_Melbourne_regarding_GP_Collective_Action.pdf










[bookmark: NO6]6.Victoria Road Surgery Supports Children in Need

Victoria Road Surgery in Acocks Green embraced the spirit of giving this year by participating in the Children in Need campaign. The team, led by Dr. Parshant Mulu and Dr. Hannah Caruana, dressed up as superheroes to bring smiles to their young patients while raising funds for the charity.
Children in Need provides essential support to disadvantaged children across the UK, and the surgery was proud to contribute both with a donation and by creating a fun, welcoming atmosphere for their young visitors.
“It’s amazing to know our small contribution is part of something bigger,” said Dr. Caruana. “Dressing up made a big impact on the environment here,” added Dr. Mulu. Dr. Ahmed and Dr. Wilkinson also expressed their pride in supporting such an important cause.
Ash, the Practice Manager, said, “I’m so proud of my team. We work hard to support our local community, and it’s wonderful to see the positive impact we’ve made.”
Victoria Road Surgery’s participation highlights how simple acts of kindness can make a real difference in the community.

[bookmark: NO7] 7.Please see attached, Air Pollution leaflet, for your information.


Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00 and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net. If you do call the offices, then please leave a message as this will be transferred direct to our emails and we can respond quicker.

Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us. Could we also remind Practices that any copies of patient related correspondence MUST be anonymised as the LMC cannot accept patient identifiable data.





Helpful Links:
BMA Website: https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices

GOVERNMENT Website: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND Website: https://www.england.nhs.uk/
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