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WEEKLY NEWSLETTER – 14th of April 2025



1. Reminder: Bank holiday pharmacy provision 
2. New: Moor Green outpatient brain injury service
3. Patient Liaison Group (PLG) Symposium, 30 April 2025 | Register now
4. Cervical screening opt-in process for transgender and non-binary people 
5. Keep Antibiotics Working campaign
6. Over 1,500 GPs recruited via ARRS funding in 2024/25
7. Guidance on shared care agreements with unregulated providers for children and young people with gender incongruence 




















[bookmark: NO1]1.Reminder: Bank holiday pharmacy provision

To view which pharmacies are open across the upcoming bank holidays, and their opening times, click here.






[bookmark: NO2]2.New: Moor Green outpatient brain injury service

Moor Green Outpatient Brain Injury Service, based at Moseley Hall Hospital, provides rehabilitation on a daily basis (Monday to Friday) to adults with an acquired brain injury (ABI). If you feel your patient meets the criteria and would benefit from services offered at Moor Green, please do not hesitate to email your referral to: bchc.referrals.biscmoorgreen@nhs.net.

You can access an information leaflet for the service here.


[bookmark: NO3]3.Patient Liaison Group (PLG) Symposium, 30 April 2025 | Register now

Please find details for the upcoming PLG Symposium and the link to register your place. Please do share this information with your own networks, it is free to join for anybody who may be interested (BMA member or not). 

PLG Symposium 2025: ‘5,289 men per year - Breaking the silence on men’s mental health and suicide’

Wednesday 30 April 2025, 9:30am – 1:30pm
Virtual event via Microsoft Teams
Registrations can be made here: https://events.bma.org.uk/plg25/reg

With 5,289 men lost to suicide in England, Scotland and Wales in 2023, we will explore the gaps in the health and social care system, how factors such as neurodiversity, deprivation, and intergenerational experiences intersect with mental health, the stigma around masculine identity and seeking help, and what actions could drive meaningful change.

The symposium will include keynote speakers, panel discussions and networking opportunities. The event aims to bring together people with lived experience and professionals from different sectors and disciplines to discuss the topic. Attendees will include representatives from patient and community organisations, Royal Medical Colleges, BMA, NHS, and public, voluntary and charity sectors. Speakers on the day will include:

Mark Brooks OBE, Senior Policy Adviser: Men’s Health and Inclusion
Dr Samir Shah, Consultant Psychiatrist 
Kelly Stewart, PhD researcher and UKCP-accredited psychotherapist (MA)
Dr Umit Cetin, Senior Lecturer in Sociology
Melinda Raker MBE DL, Founder Patron of YANA (You Are Not Alone)
Keith Leslie, Chair, Samaritans in UK and Ireland; Former Chair of Mental Health At Work and Former Chair of the Mental Health Foundation; Author of ‘A Question Of Leadership’ (Bloomsbury 2021); Former partner at McKinsey and Deloitte.

Please contact confunit@bma.org.uk for further information.
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4.Cervical screening opt-in process for transgender and non-binary people

The new opt-in process for transgender and non-binary people to receive automatic routine invitations is now live. GP practice managers and screening providers, including sexual health clinics and transgender services, should now begin to identify and invite eligible participants for a consultation to discuss the opt-in.

A guide outlining the process to be followed, and a recording of the recent NHS England webinar which describes the opt-in can be accessed on FutureNHS (login required).


[bookmark: NO5]5.Keep Antibiotics Working campaign

UKHSA has launched their Keep Antibiotics Working campaign to raise awareness of the importance of using antibiotics in the right way.

Andi Biotic, an anthropomorphic pill, is on a mission to spread the word about the importance of antibiotics and using them correctly, so we can keep antibiotics working. UKHSA has created print and digital assets that can be downloaded and are suitable for all settings and patients.


[bookmark: NO6]6.Over 1,500 GPs recruited via ARRS funding in 2024/25

Thank you to Primary Care Networks (PCNs) who worked quickly to use the additional £82m of additional roles reimbursement scheme (ARRS) funding in 2024/25 to employ an extra 1,503 recently qualified GPs, which is helping to improve access to general practice for patients and reduce pressure on the workforce.

The GP contract arrangements 2025/26 for the ARRS will increase in flexibility to support PCNs to respond to their local workforce requirements, with a single pot created for reimbursement of patient facing staff costs and no restrictions on numbers or type of staff who are covered – including GPs and practice nurses.
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NHS England has cascaded new guidance that advises general practitioners against shared care agreements with unregulated providers in relation to hormone medication to children and young people under 18 as a response to gender incongruence / gender dysphoria.
The guidance outlines that:

A GP must refuse to support the private prescribing or supply of GnRH analogues.
A GP should refuse to support an unregulated provider in the prescribing or supply of alternative medications that may be used to suppress pubertal development.
A GP should refuse to support an unregulated provider in the prescribing of exogenous hormones.

The cascaded letter states an unregulated provider is one that is not registered with, or regulated by, a UK health regulator such as the Care Quality Commission or Health Inspectorate Wales. More information is available in the letter.

In all cases, safeguarding measures should be considered where the administration of a medicine from an unregulated source presents an immediate safety risk.


Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00 and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net. If you do call the offices, then please leave a message as this will be transferred direct to our emails and we can respond quicker.

Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us. Could we also remind Practices that any copies of patient related correspondence MUST be anonymised as the LMC cannot accept patient identifiable data.

Helpful Links:
BMA Website: https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices

GOVERNMENT Website: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND Website: https://www.england.nhs.uk/
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