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WEEKLY NEWSLETTER – 15th of December 2025


1. Updated Arrangements for Primary Medical Cre Services during the Christmas and New Year Period
2. New: Attention all ImmForm customers: Christmas and New Year holiday deliveries 
3. New: Patient Group Directives (PGD)
4. An update on actions to prevent sexual misconduct in the NHS
5. Register your interest for the Elizabeth Garrett Anderson programme 
6. Opt out position for new childhood immunisation schedule from 1 January 2026
7. New: NHS England expands OpenSAFELY platform 
8. SENT ON BEHALF OF BIRMINGHAM PUBLIC HEALTH – Support Birmingham’s Smokefree Campaign – Toolkit Available  









[bookmark: NO1]1.Updated Arrangements for Primary Medical Care Services during the Christmas and New Year Period

The LMC have received some questions from practices regarding the statement on the attached ICB Winter letter (copied below for ease):-

("Practices are reminded that transferring calls to NHS 111 during normal working hours is not appropriate”)
The LMC would like to confirm that as a blanket statement this is correct, you cannot simply refer patients to 111 during core hours, however if it is necessary and clinically appropriate for the patient to be referred to the UTC and the pathway for referral is via 111 it would therefore be appropriate to advice the patient to call 111 to access this pathway.
The ICB contracts team have confirmed that this is the agreed and appropriate pathway in this situation.




[bookmark: NO2]2.New: Attention all ImmForm customers: Christmas and New Year holiday deliveries

Due to Christmas and New Year bank holidays, there will be no deliveries or order processing by Movianto on Thursday 25 and Friday 26 December 2025, nor on Thursday 1 January 2026. See the table for your revised order and delivery days, and the additional information for offshore customers.

Please be advised that no emergency or out of schedule deliveries can be arranged for ImmForm customers who fail to place their orders by the cut-off date and time.

You can see the full schedule here.
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3.New: Patient Group Directives (PGD)

MMRV: 
PGD template to support the national MMRV vaccination programme. 

MMR: 
PGD template.

Immunisation PGD template 
PGD templates to support national immunisation programmes provided on the NHS.



[bookmark: NO4]4.An update on actions to prevent sexual misconduct in the NHS

Last week NHS England wrote to trusts and ICBs with an update and new actions for all organisations delivering NHS care. As part of this, primary care providers are expected to sign up to the 10 principles in the Sexual Safety Charter and complete a self-assurance checklist. These principles set the aspiration for the whole of the NHS and will ensure all providers have the same level of ambition. ICBs should reach out to all their providers to offer support in helping primary care to fulfil the charter’s ambitions.

The letter is accompanied by supporting documentation on improving chaperoning guidance and a downloadable checklist for primary care providers.  
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5.Register your interest for the Elizabeth Garrett Anderson programme

An exciting opportunity is available for primary care colleagues to join the partially funded Elizabeth Garrett Anderson programme, a 24-month master’s degree programme in Healthcare Leadership.
Interested applicants are encouraged to register by 26 December. Registration may close earlier if the maximum number of applications is reached.

Further details on cohort dates and the application process will be shared soon. Colleagues are advised to begin discussions with their line manager to make the most of this opportunity. Complete this form to register. 



[bookmark: NO6]6.Opt out position for new childhood immunisation schedule from 1 January 2026

MMRV
Children previously opted out of MMR invites should be invited for future MMRV vaccinations when they become eligible under the new schedule.
Dose 4 Hexavalent  
Where parents have previously opted their children out of receiving invites to hexavalent vaccination appointments, please note they will have also opted out of invitations to appointments for the new 18-month hexavalent vaccination as this is not a new vaccine type.


[bookmark: NO7]7.New: NHS England expands OpenSAFELY platform

NHS England has written to GP practices requiring them to instruct their clinical system supplier to make data available to the OpenSAFELY platform, under the NHS OpenSAFELY Data Analytics Service Pilot Directions 2025.

To action this instruction GP practices using TPP or Optum should follow the below steps: 
TPP - Go to Setup > Users & Policies > Organisation Preferences > OpenSAFELY (or search "OpenSAFELY" in the search bar).
Optum/EMIS - Go to Configuration > Data Sharing Module > Data Distribution > Search for OpenSAFELY.  
OpenSafely uses pseudonymised GP data. It will not be able to access information that directly or indirectly identifies individuals. Visit the NHS England Digital website or view the FAQs for more information.





[bookmark: NO8]8.SENT ON BEHALF OF BIRMINGHAM PUBLIC HEALTH -Support Birmingham’s Smokefree Campaign – Toolkit Available

Birmingham City Council Public Health is launching its Smokefree Campaign on January 1st, 2026, and running throughout the month. This campaign is all about empowering people to make positive choices for their health and wellbeing.

This campaign is all about empowering people to make positive choices for their health and wellbeing. We are sharing the toolkit now so you have plenty of time to prepare and support the campaign. The toolkit includes:
Printable posters – perfect for notice boards in your practice or pharmacy
Social media images and animated GIFs – ready to share online
Suggested post copy and key messages – to make it easy to spread the word

You can access the full toolkit via the following Google Drive link. Please feel free to tailor the content for your audience.

Your continued dedication to helping people quit smoking makes a real difference in our community. Thank you for all your hard work delivering this vital service throughout the year, it truly matters.


Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00 and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net. If you do call the offices, then please leave a message as this will be transferred direct to our emails and we can respond quicker.

Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us. Could we also remind Practices that any copies of patient related correspondence MUST be anonymised as the LMC cannot accept patient identifiable data.

Helpful Links:
BMA Website: https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices

GOVERNMENT Website: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND Website: https://www.england.nhs.uk/
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