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2. Webinar: A Birmingham and Solihull 2025 measles update
3. Cameron Fund Ten Top Tips for Financial Wellbeing
4. New: GP2GP Update
5. New: NHS 10-Year Plan – Care Closer to Home 
6. New: Umbrella: Accessing Free Sexual Health and LARC Services in Birmingham and Solihull 
7. New: Understanding Autism in children- free training webinar by Autism West Midlands 
8. Medical Certificates of Cause of Death (MCCDs) – supply
9. ICO advice for GPs on handling freedom of information (FQI) requests 
10. GPC England update to LMCs 11 July 2025
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Dear LMC Chairs and Secretaries

Please find attached our summer newsletter with all the latest news about the work of the Cameron Fund. 

This is also available on our website at:
www.cameronfund.org.uk/news/newsletter-summer-2025
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Dear colleagues,

You are invited to join a webinar on Thursday 17 July, 6-7pm, specifically aimed at general practice colleagues, to hear about updates on the current 2025 local status of measles in Birmingham and Solihull.

If you’d like to attend, please follow the link to register. Please register by 10am on Thursday 17 July.

While the main audience for this webinar is staff working in general practice, staff working in secondary care or other system providers may almost benefit from attending.

This session will be led by NHS Birmingham and Solihull’s Chief Medical Officer, Dr Clara Day, and will include:

An update on our current measles cases and what we are doing locally to prevent transmission
Our pattern of system uptake  and what we need to do to preclude further outbreaks
Differential assessment and diagnosis
A reminder of practical steps for presenting cases
A Q&A clinical queries session

If you would like to share a question, please come prepared with your question(s) and add them to the chat at the beginning of the webinar. Then, questions will be addressed during the Q&A segment of the session.

If you have any queries, please contact the ICB’s Immunisation and Vaccination Team via nhsbsolicb.immsandvacs@nhs.net.
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Please find attached documents for your information.  
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Since December 2024, we have seen a decrease of GP2GP records not integrated within 8 days, from 6% to 2%. This is a great achievement for BSol practices.

Some of you may be aware that Optum (formally EMIS) have enabled auto-filing for GP2GP records which ensures Optum practices now do not miss the 8-day integration window. TPP have stated that they are still working on enabling auto-filing for SystmOne practices.
 
As the Optum records are now auto-filing, we want to remind practices that they still must continue to check the degraded clinical data that comes through on the GP2GP transfer. For more information please visit: NHS England » GP2GP – transferred in records – processing
 
If you require support from your Clinical Systems Specialist CSS) please log a call via: 
Sostenuto self-service portal
AVA chatbot
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5.New: NHS 10-Year Plan - Care Closer to Home

On 26 June, Richard Kirby, Chief Executive Officer, Birmingham Community Healthcare Foundation Trust and Dr Sunaina Khanna, GPPSU Medical Director for Integration, joined the HSJ Care Closer To Home Forum panel around Implementing the 10-year plan to improve care closer to home looking at building the necessary infrastructure, driving structural change, addressing funding disparities and supporting integrated care models. Richard Kirby, joined a panel about expanding community-based care with Integrated Neighbourhood Teams with a focus on collaborating across sectors, tailoring care using population data.
 
Dr Barbara King, Medical Director for Integrated Urgent Care, BSol ICB joined a panel on transforming urgent care: innovations in managing urgent and emergency services in the community.

Richard Kirby, Chief Executive Officer, Birmingham Community Healthcare Foundation Trust and the new chair of the NHS Confederation and NHS Providers’ Community Network shares his reflections on the local approach to deliver care closer to home. View the article here.
 
Dr Natasha Behl, GPPSU Workforce Clinical Lead, shared her thoughts with Best Practice Leads here.
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6.New: Umbrella: Accessing Free Sexual Health and LARC Services in Birmingham and Solihull

Umbrella, run by University Hospitals Birmingham NHS Foundation Trust (UHB), is a commissioned provider of free sexual health and contraception services for residents in Birmingham and Solihull. Designed to support both public health delivery and primary care pathways, Umbrella offers multiple routes for patients to access services for STI prevention, testing or treatment and contraception including long-acting reversible contraception (LARC),
 
Accessing Umbrella Services
Patients can contact the Umbrella service directly via the main reception line: 0121 237 5700, during the following hours: 

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday: 09:00 – 17:00
Tuesday: 10:15 – 17:00
Friday: 09:00 – 16:30

Appointments can also be scheduled online at www.umbrellahealth.co.uk  To book, contraception appointments patients should select contraception under ‘choose a service’ and follow the steps to ask to discuss contraception.
 
Routes to LARC Provision
Umbrella supports a diverse range of access points to suit varying clinical and patient needs: 
Telephone Call Centre – Patients may be triaged and signposted to Birmingham GP practices offering LARC, advised to book a consultation, or directed to walk-in clinics.
Walk-In Clinics – Umbrella clinics provide drop-in consultations with advice on contraception. Eligible patients are counselled, given bridging contraception if required, and booked for LARC procedures.
Online Booking – Offers telephone consultation appointments where contraceptive options are discussed and referrals made for complex needs.
Advice and Guidance (Formerly Choose and Book) /Internal Referrals – Patients referred via GP or internal services are triaged by a consultant and offered a suitable appointment.
Pharmacy Services – Umbrella partner pharmacies provide EHC, oral contraception (COC/POP), Sayana Press, and onward signposting for LARC services.
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7.New: Understanding Autism in children – free training webinar by Autism West Midlands

Autism West Midlands are hosting an online webinar on Tuesday 29 July from 10am to 11.30am for anyone (including parents) wanting to know more about Autism in children. In this session, they will cover: 

What autism is
Autistic differences, including communication and sensory
Diagnosis
Supporting an autistic child

This webinar is open anyone in the wider West Midlands area. If you are not able to attend the live webinar, a recording will be available to view for up to two weeks following the webinar. You can book here.
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DHSC is asking all organisations that use Medical Certificates of Cause of Death (MCCDs) to review their stocks now and to order any additional supplies as soon as possible to ensure they have sufficient MCCDs to last through the winter. All organisations are encouraged to check they are clear on the ordering process and they have their unique password. Please see the guidance on ordering and retaining medical certificates of cause of death (MCCDs).
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The Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO) has published advice for GPs and practice staff to support them in handling FOI requests.

The advice explains GPs’ responsibility for responding to requests and covers some typical scenarios. It also flags helpful resources and further advice. Colleagues are advised to read the guidance to discover practical steps which practices can take to improve FOI compliance.
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10.GPC England update to LMCs 11 July 2025

Please see attached for your information:

10 Year Health Plan for England
Referral of NHS England to the ICO
GP Premises Survey 2025
HELP SPREAD THE WORD – JOIN THE BMA REGISTER
BMA sessional GP conferences 2025 – Hold the date 
Visa challenges for International Medical Graduate (IMGs)
Blended learning survey for GP registers and trainers 
GP wellbeing resources 



Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00 and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net. If you do call the offices, then please leave a message as this will be transferred direct to our emails and we can respond quicker.

Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us. Could we also remind Practices that any copies of patient related correspondence MUST be anonymised as the LMC cannot accept patient identifiable data.

Helpful Links:
BMA Website: https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices

GOVERNMENT Website: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND Website: https://www.england.nhs.uk/
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