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WEEKLY NEWSLETTER – 16th of June 2025



1. Measles outbreaks continue with risk of holidays surge
2. Vaccination for children aged 18 months 
3. ICBs moving into 27 clusters
4. Please find attached GPC England update for your information, included in this week’s update are:
5. Reminder: changes to the online GP registration service in response to the Infected Blood Inquiry recommendations 
6. Extended cervical screening intervals for 24–49-year-olds
7. New: UHB Referrals (advice and refer) A&R New specialties Urology
8. Priority Notification: Ensuring Safe and Assured Adoption of AI Scribe Technology 



















[bookmark: NO1]1.Measles outbreaks continue with risk of holidays surge

UK Health Security Agency, 5 June 2025

There were 109 confirmed cases of Measles in April and 86 so far in May. People travelling this summer are asked to check family members have had both MMR vaccines.


[bookmark: NO2]2.Vaccinations for children aged 18 months

UK Health Security Agency, 4 June 2025

From 1 July all children born on or after 1 July 2024 will be offered their second dose of MMR in a new appointment at 18 months, rather than 3 years and 4 months.
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3.ICBs ‘moving into 27 clusters’

NHS Confederation, 5 June 2025

A breakdown of health and care sector news includes a Health Service Journal report that ICBs will move into 27 clusters.


[bookmark: NO4]4.Please find attached GPC England update for your information, included in this weeks update are: 

Comprehensive Spending Review 2025
GP Premises Survey 2025 – Now Open!
Urgent and Emergency Care Plan
Focus on Tirzepatide for weight management in General Practice 
Foresight AI model
Ambient Scribe use in General Practice 
Shared care prescribing principles 
GP wellbeing resources
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5.Reminder: changes to the online GP registration service in response to the Infected Blood Inquiry recommendations 

Practices are reminded from 16 June, updates to the online GP registration service will help identify patients potentially affected by contaminated blood, in line with recommendations from the Infected Blood Inquiry.
New patients born before 1996 who use the online GP registration service will be asked if they received a blood transfusion prior to that year. Where new patients indicate they have, GP practices should follow up during the new patient health check – or opportunistically to discuss, offer or signpost to hepatitis C testing.
Free home self-tests are available for patients to order on the hepctest.nhs.uk website. Guidance is available for GP practices to support this change.
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6.Extended cervical screening intervals for 24-49 year olds  

On 10 June, Minister Dalton announced the implementation of extended screening intervals for cervical screening participants.  

From 1 July 2025, most women aged 25-49 who test negative for HPV – meaning they are at very low risk of developing cervical cancer over the next five years – will be invited at five-year intervals rather than three. This applies to samples taken on or after 1st July and next test due dates remain the same for any samples taken before this date.

This change is backed by clinical evidence and a recommendation by the UK National Screening Committee. A system letter outlining the change and guidance to support commissioners and programme providers can be found here and includes the communications toolkit and FAQ.  
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7.New: UHB Referrals (advice and refer) A&R New specialties Urology

The UHB 'Advice and Refer' (A&R) pathways will include Urology starting on 20 June 2025. This enhancement reflects the ongoing commitment to improving patient care and fostering effective communication between specialists and referrers.
 
The A&R model offers several benefits: 
Direct advice from consultants
Requests for additional information when needed
Arrangement of necessary diagnostics
Direct outpatient clinic bookings (with pre-authorisation via eRS)
Transition Details: 
The 'Defer to Provider' (DBS function) and non-two week wait RAS on eRS will be phased out for these specialties.
Please utilise the A&R process through the 'advice and guidance' pathway on eRS.
Teams have worked closely together to ensure that the necessary resources are in place for timely triage and responses.

All services now live are Dermatology, Rheumatology, Neurology, Liver & GI services, Endocrinology, Pain Services, Trauma and Orthopaedics, Oral and Maxillofacial, Nephrology, Haematology, Sexual Health/GUM services, Gynaecology, Paediatric, Allergy, Immunology, Vascular. Diabetic Medicine, Plastics (Surgery), Cardiology, Respiratory and Sleep Medicine (including Spirometry), HCOP (Geriatrics), Infectious Diseases, ENT, General Surgery and Cardiothoracic surgery.

For more information, please email adviceandreferfeedback@uhb.nhs.uk.
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Please find attached a nationally Priority Notification which has been issued regarding the safe and assured adoption of AI Scribe Technology. Please ensure that all relevant members of your team have sight of this information.

We would ask you to be mindful of the need to seek ICB approval or stop engagement, as previously informed.

 Could we ask if your practice is currently trialling a solution?

                 Is the practice undertaking a trial?                  Yes / No
What is the solution? ____________________________
                Is this trial free or paid for?                                    Free / Paid

 Please provide response by replying to this email.

(If you are not trialling a solution, no response is required).


Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00 and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net. If you do call the offices, then please leave a message as this will be transferred direct to our emails and we can respond quicker.

Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us. Could we also remind Practices that any copies of patient related correspondence MUST be anonymised as the LMC cannot accept patient identifiable data.

Helpful Links:
BMA Website: https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices

GOVERNMENT Website: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND Website: https://www.england.nhs.uk/
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