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WEEKLY NEWSLETTER – 17th of March 2025

 

1. GP Registration/NHS Screening Issue – Update from PCC Performance Team
2. £60m funding for research equipment
3. Changes to GP Contract in 2025/26
4. Follow up on communication regarding GP registration and NHS screening
5. New: Offer of support with Spring COVID vaccination for household patients 















[bookmark: NO1]1.GP Registration/NHS Screening Issue – Update from PCC Performance Team

Dear Lead GP/ Practice Manager,

We are contacting you to inform you of an issue that may have affected some patients at your practice, preventing them from being invited to participate in one or more NHS screening programmes.  Please see the attached letter that sets out the action required.

This does not affect all practices, but those who have been contacted should action the information as soon as possible.  If the LMC can be of any assistance, then please do let us know and we will be more than happy to help.  
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The National Institute for Health and Care Research (NIHR) has made up to £60m available for NHS organisations in England to pay for cutting-edge equipment, associated building refurbishment and modular buildings to enhance their ability to carry out innovative research.
Of the £60m available, £10 million has been ring-fenced for primary care organisations. For more information and details on how to apply, visit the NIHR website.
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GP contract arrangements for 2025/26, which are supported by the BMA General Practice Committee England (GPCE), have been published.
Improving patients’ access to general practice is one of the NHS’s top priorities and the changes to the 25/26 GP contract will build on the work GP teams are doing to reform services, helping to ease workloads, and funded by an increase in investment of £889m, in 2025/26.
This equates to a 7.2% cash growth on the contract funding envelope (estimated 4.8% real growth on overall 24/25 contract costs) - the biggest increase in investment into general practice in over a decade. In addition there will be £80m invested for Advice and Guidance.
A recording of the general practice contract arrangements webinar which took place on Monday 3 March is available on FutureNHS (login required).
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A health system communication and Q&A (login required) was cascaded earlier this week about incomplete GP registrations meaning some patients may have missed some NHS screening invitations. This identified 5,261 people across 2,253 GP practices who are, or were, eligible for screening – an average of around 2 patients per practice.
Affected individuals have been added to the relevant screening IT systems and measures are in place to prevent future occurrences. NHS England has written directly to affected people to explain how to access screening. Practices do not need to do any proactive patient communication other than supporting with reactive queries and offering timely cervical screening catch up.
The communication asks GPs to check that ‘in flight’ and rejected registrations are resolved in GP Links. A rejected registration can be found in the GP Links workflow. Where resubmission is required, practices should obtain the additional information or edit the registration on the clinical system and resubmit through GP Links. If no patients are listed for resolution in GP Links, no further action is required. A step-by-step guide on how to do this will be available here shortly. Information about why a GP registration may be rejected is available here.
For further details, visit Primary Care Support England’s guidance on registration rejections.
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5.New: Offer of support with Spring COVID vaccination for housebound patients

As with previous phases of the vaccination programme, Birmingham Community Healthcare Trust (BCHC) is offering to vaccinate eligible housebound patients with the Spring COVID booster vaccine on behalf of practices. If your practice would like to participate in this offer, please complete the table below, and return to nhsbsolicb.immsandvacs@nhs.net. Please do not share patient identifiable information with this email address, as this will be considered a data breach.

The information you submit will be shared with BCHC, who will contact you in due course for your patient lists: 

Practice ODS code
Practice name
Named contact for practice
Email address
Direct contact number (not practice switchboard)
Secondary named contact
Email address

The deadline for opting in to receive this support is close of play on Friday 28 March.


Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00 and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net. If you do call the offices, then please leave a message as this will be transferred direct to our emails and we can respond quicker.

Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us. Could we also remind Practices that any copies of patient related correspondence MUST be anonymised as the LMC cannot accept patient identifiable data.

Helpful Links:
BMA Website: https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices

GOVERNMENT Website: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND Website: https://www.england.nhs.uk/
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