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WEEKLY NEWSLETTER – 22nd of July 2025




1. Inclisiran reimbursement 
2. GPs in England Premises survey
3. OpenSAFELY Data Provision Notice
4. Independent review of the physician associate and anaesthesia associate roles: final report
5. ARRS maximum reimbursement rates updated and backfired
6. Oberthur middleware – action required from IT support teams
7. Rebuild General Practice Newsletter – Our Response to the 10 Year Health Plan for England 
8. New: Routine mpox and gonorrhoea vaccination programme to begin summer 2025















[bookmark: NO1]1.Inclisiran reimbursement

NHS England is aware of an issue regarding reimbursement for Inclisiran, whereby payments have been delayed. 
NHS England is working with NHSBSA to implement a system change to ensure Inclisiran is reimbursed correctly going forward. In the meantime, NHSBSA are in the process of calculating retrospective adjustments from October 2024 to ensure that any missed payments will be made to contractors via PCSE. The long term solution will be implemented in Spring 2026.
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Last month GPCE launched the GP Premises Survey 2025, calling on all practice managers and partners across England to take part. 

Please help GPCE advocate for better premises and stronger support for general practice. If you have not already completed the survey please do so now and make your voice count: take the survey today. 

Watch this short video  with GPCE Premises Policy Lead Gaurav Gupta speaking on the importance of supporting this survey: 

“Your insights are vital. By completing the survey, you’ll help GPC gather essential data on the condition of GP buildings. This evidence will directly shape their strategy and negotiations with Government – supporting their case for getting the urgent investment and support your practices need.

Even if you're unsure about some details, please don’t hesitate to complete the survey. Simply select 'don't know' where needed – every response, even partial ones, contributes to building a clearer national picture.”

GPCE have had a great response rate to date but want to ensure as many practices and partners across England take part. Please feel free to share this e-mail with the relevant links; we have also included the QR code below for ease. 
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3.OpenSAFELY Data Provision Notice

The LMC have received the below update from GPC and share with all practices for information. 
We're expecting the Data Provision Notice (DPN) for OpenSAFELY to allow expansion to non-COVID-19 analyses to arrive later today (22/7/25). This will be sent to practices using EMIS Web (Optum) and SystmOne (TPP) in England. Medicus is out of scope currently.

The software to allow an opt-in function for EMIS rolled out this week. The functionality for SystmOne is already there. Hopefully the instructions that come through in due course from NHS England will be self-explanatory.

OpenSAFELY has the full support of the BMA and RCGP. The original COVID-19 service grew out of the pandemic and was unique in the sense that it functioned as a Trusted Research Environment where the most disclosive data (the GP data) stayed in the system suppliers' systems, with the GP remaining as data controller, but, via the Data Direction/DPN in force, made those data available for querying by NHS England, with the subsequent outputs coming under the controllership of NHS England. There is a level of transparency with OpenSAFELY not seen elsewhere, one of the reasons it has so much support.

Please note practices have to comply with the Data Provision Notice by law, however the data will not be able to be accessed until the data controller has signalled approval.
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4.Independent review of the physician associate and anaesthesia associate roles: final report

Led by Professor Gillian Leng, the independent review considers the safety and effectiveness of physician associate (PAs) and anaesthesia associate (AAs) roles in the NHS. 

NHS England welcomes the review, and has written to organisations employing PAs and AAs setting out immediate steps that need implementing in response.

The report may create uncertainty and employers are expected to continue to support affected staff members. A letter has been sent to PAs and AAs and colleagues are asked to support in ensuring this reaches them.

The NHS is reliant on a multidisciplinary workforce to provide high quality care for patients, and PAs and AAs play a vital and valuable role within the health service. Over the next weeks and months NHS England will work with trusts, primary care providers, government, and partners to implement the recommendations of the review to integrate these roles in a safe and effective manner, supporting colleagues and planning for the future of healthcare delivery. 
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Following agreement by the Department of Health and Social Care and NHS England to apply the Agenda for Change and DDRB pay increases from 1 April 25, the ARRS maximum reimbursement rates for all staff groups will be updated on the portal on 1 August 25. All claims submitted after that date will reflect the new rates.

As the uplifts are backdated, PCNs should pass on the extra pay to all staff employed through the ARRS scheme between April-July 2025. A message has been shared with ICBs for cascading to PCNs that sets out the process for receiving reimbursements for the backdated uplifts.

PCNs should continue to submit claims reflecting the current, pre-uplifted maximum reimbursement rates for July. The ARRS claims portal will be taken offline on Tuesday 29 July and relaunched on 1 August. For specific queries or further clarification, please contact england.gpcontracts@nhs.net.
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6.Oberthur middleware – action required from IT support teams

Teams must install the Oberthur middleware on their devices as soon as possible to ensure the continued use of Electronic Prescription Signing. Without this update, electronic prescription signing functionality will be lost when GP system suppliers implement upcoming security changes.
Guidance is available on the Oberthur middleware webpage.




[bookmark: NO7]7.Rebuild General Practice Newsletter - Our Response to the 10 Year Health Plan for England

Please see attachment for your information;
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8.New: Routine mpox and gonorrhoea vaccination programmes to begin summer 2025

Starting in August 2025, the UK government will roll out routine vaccination programmes for mpox and gonorrhoea, following recommendations from the Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI).

These programmes aim to protect individuals and curb the spread of infections and will be delivered through sexual health services. The primary focus is on gay, bisexual, and other men who have sex with men (GBMSM) who are at the highest risk, although a small number of other high-risk individuals may also qualify.

Eligibility will be determined by sexual health services, using indicators such as multiple recent sexual partners or a history of bacterial STIs. Further details will be outlined in the Green Book.

Delivery is set to begin by 1 September 2025 through Umbrella sexual health, pending final preparations such as training, contracting, and vaccine supply. Vaccinations will be delivered opportunistically to people attending Umbrella sexual health services, but booked vaccination clinics will also be made available, details will be circulated when available.

The Birmingham and Solihull Integrated Care Board, alongside local authorities, will oversee commissioning.


Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00 and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net. If you do call the offices, then please leave a message as this will be transferred direct to our emails and we can respond quicker.

Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us. Could we also remind Practices that any copies of patient related correspondence MUST be anonymised as the LMC cannot accept patient identifiable data.







Helpful Links:
BMA Website: https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices

GOVERNMENT Website: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND Website: https://www.england.nhs.uk/
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