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WEEKLY NEWSLETTER – 26th of August 2025


1. New standard GMS, PMS AND APMS contracts and contract variations published 
2. GP contracts changes 2025/26: key requirements from 1 October 2025
3. Independent Review of Physician Associates and Anaesthesia Associates 
4. Seasonal vaccinations site campaign guide Autumn/Winter 2025/26
5. Timing and payment for flu vaccinations 2025/26 -  reminder 
6. UK Emergency Alert system test: 7 September 
7. New: Withdrawal of HCV Genotyping Service
8. OpenSAFELY Data Provision Notice REMINDER
9. GPC England update to LMCs
















[bookmark: NO1]1.New standard GMS, PMS and APMS contracts and contract variations published

NHS England has published new standard General Medical Services (GMS), Personal Medical Services (PMS) and Alternative Provider Medical Services (APMS) contracts, along with their contract variation notices. The documentation incorporates changes made to the contract Regulations in July 2025.
These documents have been sent to Commissioners for onward cascade to GP practices to formally notify them of changes to their contracts.






[bookmark: NO2]2.GP contract changes 2025/26: key requirements from 1 October 2025

Following the letter of 28 February 2025 about agreed changes to the GP Contract in 2025/26, NHS England has sent a reminder to GP practices of three key requirements taking effect from 1 October 2025. These are:
online consultation tools must be switched on for the duration of core hours
You and Your General Practice must be on practice websites
GP Connect Access Record (HTML and Structured) and Update Record must be enabled within GP Practice clinical systems.
NHS England has published guidance for GP practices to support the implementation of You and Your General Practice.


[bookmark: NO3]3.Independent Review of Physician Associates and Anaesthesia Associates 

FAQs on Actions for NHS organisations and updated letters regarding the Leng Independent Review of Physician Associates and Anaesthesia Associates are available to read on the NHS England website. 
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4.Seasonal vaccinations site campaign guide Autumn/Winter 2025/26

The seasonal vaccinations site campaign guide is now available on FutureNHS (login required). The guide provides key information and guidance to support both new and existing sites to prepare and deliver a successful flu and COVID-19 seasonal vaccination programme for autumn/winter 2025/26.


[bookmark: NO5]5.Timing and payment for flu vaccinations 2025/26 – reminder

The announced and authorised start date for the 2025/26 flu vaccination programme for most adults is 1 October 2025, but:
Pregnant women can be offered vaccinations from 1 September;
GPs can vaccinate eligible children from 1 September (for community pharmacies this is 1 October); and
GPs can use clinical judgement to bring forward flu vaccination appointments in exceptional circumstance where following clinical assessment it is determined an individual would benefit from a flu vaccination from 1 September. 
Any provider who administers flu vaccines outside the announced and authorised start dates will not be paid.



[bookmark: NO6]6.UK Emergency Alert system test: 7 September

The UK Emergency Alert system will be tested on Sunday 7 September 2025. Emergency Alerts warn people if there's a life-threatening emergency nearby. Regular testing ensures the system is functioning correctly. Further information is available on the Cabinet Office website.
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7.New: Withdrawal of HCV Genotyping Service

UKHSA has shared an update on the change in the provision of Hepatitis C Virus (HCV) genotyping services. 

Owing to a sustained reduction in testing volumes, it is no longer viable for UKHSA Birmingham to continue offering the Abbott HCV Genotyping assay. As a result, since 16 July 2025, all HCV genotyping samples will be referred from UKHSA Birmingham to UKHSA Manchester for processing.

Please be advised of the following: 
There will be no changes to the current requesting procedures.
Dried Blood Spot (DBS) serology and HCV RNA testing will continue to be performed at UKHSA Birmingham.
HCV genotyping results will continue to be issued within the existing 14-day turnaround time.

If you have any queries, please email tracey.barnett@uhb.nhs.uk.
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8.OpenSAFELY Data Provision Notice REMINDER 

The RCGP has shared a link to the information their newsletter references: advice about how to turn on the OpenSAFELY service and the information governance steps practices should take around the switch on. 

https://r1.dotdigital-pages.com/p/49LX-12T5/all-gp-practices-using-emis-web-optum-or-systmon-e-tpp-are-legally-required-to-activate-access-to-pseudonymised-gp-rec-ords-using-the-open-safely-research-platform-by-september-2025

We understand several hundred practices have turned on so far, but given there are over 6000 practices there is still some way to go!

The OpenSAFELY service has the support of the Joint GP IT Committee (BMA and RCGP) and we'd encourage practices to formally accept the DPN as soon as possible.

Practices are obliged to provide the data under the provisions of the Health and Social Care Act, now a Data Direction/Data Provision Notice has been issued.


[bookmark: NO9]9.GPC England update to LMCs

Please see attached the below:

NHS England update to practices 
GP support hub launched for all GPs during the unemployment crisis 
GPs in ARRS: have your say
GPs in ARRS: have your say
10 Year Health Plan – BMA Analysis and SRM
National Neighbourhood Health Implementation Programme – request for applications 
Rabies vaccinations – an update 
Medical Performers List
Tirzepatide 
NHS.net e-mail addresses for newly qualified GPs 
[bookmark: NU10]OpenSAFELY data provision notice
Primary care doctor guidance 
Focus on managing patient care safely post 1 October 2025
GP wellbeing resources 


Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00 and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net. If you do call the offices, then please leave a message as this will be transferred direct to our emails and we can respond quicker.

Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us. Could we also remind Practices that any copies of patient related correspondence MUST be anonymised as the LMC cannot accept patient identifiable data.

Helpful Links:
BMA Website: https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices

GOVERNMENT Website: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND Website: https://www.england.nhs.uk/
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