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WEEKLY NEWSLETTER – 2nd of June 2025




1. Primary care services development and general practice IT funding guidance
2. Changes to the online GP registration service in response to the Infected Blood Inquiry
3. Advice and Guidance Enhanced Service – confirm participation 
4. Sickle Cell Awareness Event Thursday 19th June 2025 11am
5. Sign-up process launched for autumn/winter 2025/26 COVID-19 and flu vaccination services
6. Legacy Smartcard deprecation
7. Important Update: End of Contract with Quilt with Bella App
8. GPC England update
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1.Primary care service development and general practice IT funding guidance 

NHS England has published the primary care service development funding (SDF) and general practice IT funding guidance 2025/26 describing how SDF and other funding relevant to primary care is flowing to systems in 2025/26. It is designed to help integrated care boards (ICBs) understand the changes for this year and support them in making informed decisions about how they will use the funding.

[bookmark: NO2]2.Changes to the online GP registration service in response to the Infected Blood Inquiry recommendations

From 16 June, updates to the online GP registration service will help identify patients potentially affected by contaminated blood, in line with recommendations from the Infected Blood Inquiry.
New patients born before 1996 who use the online GP registration service will be asked if they received a blood transfusion prior to that year. Where new patients indicate they have, GP practices should follow up during the new patient health check – or opportunistically - to discuss, offer or signpost to hepatitis C testing.
Free home self-tests are available for patients to order on the hepctest.nhs.uk website. Guidance is available for GP practices to support this change.


[bookmark: NO3]3.Advice and Guidance Enhanced Service - confirm participation

All ICBs will now have offered the Advice and Guidance Enhanced Service to practices via CQRS. Practices now have until 27 May 2025 to confirm participation. This new enhanced service provides up to £80m in additional funding and enables practices to claim £20 per episode of care for GP led pre-referral Advice and Guidance requests. Practices signing up can claim for eligible advice and guidance requests (as described in the specification), that have been completed since 1 April 2025.



[bookmark: NO4]4.Sickle Cell Awareness Event Thursday 19th June 2025 11am

As part of World Sickle Cell Day, OSCAR Birmingham will be running an Information and Awareness event on Thursday 19th June 2025. I would like to invite you to join us on this day.
 
This event will be held at:
 
Where: Soho House Museum (Tea Room), Soho Avenue, Handsworth, B18 5LB
Time: 11am-2pm. Refreshments and light lunch will be provided.
 
Registration is required due to limited places.  Please use the link below for more details and to register.
 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/sickle-cell-awareness-2025-tickets-1375966004359?aff=oddtdtcreator 
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5.Sign-up process launched for autumn/winter 2025/26 COVID-19 and flu vaccination services 

Providers wishing to deliver the COVID-19 Vaccination Service from their healthcare premises from 1 October 2025 are now invited to sign-up through the NHSBSA webpage by 16 June 2025. Any provider that wants to participate in the programme must read the guidance outlining the process. Providers that already hold contracts that end on 31 March 2026 do not need to participate in this process.
Published documents include:
COVID-19 vaccination enhanced service specification for general practice and community pharmacy
Guidance on the COVID-19 Vaccination Service Site Sign-up Process
Seasonal influenza letter. (service specifications to be published shortly).



[bookmark: NO6]6.Legacy Smartcard deprecation

To continue using smartcards for signing electronic prescriptions after June 2025, all relevant computers and devices must have the software Oberthur middleware installed. Middleware is the communications link between applications on a computer and the specialised computer code located on the smartcard chip.

IT teams should deploy Oberthur middleware to avoid disruption to prescription signing when GP system suppliers roll out a change to the security associated with the electronic signing keys. Read the guidance.





















[bookmark: NO7]7.Important Update: End of Contract with Quit with Bella App 

Please Update Patient Signposting Birmingham City Council’s contract with the Quit with Bella digital stop smoking app will expire on 31st May 2025. As a result, Quit with Bella will no longer be available as part of the Community Stop Smoking Service offer beyond this date.

Please ensure that you no longer signpost patients to the Quit with Bella app after this date.

Instead, we ask that all GP practices, pharmacies and businesses now signpost patients to the free NHS Quit Smoking app.

The NHS Quit Smoking app is designed to provide personalised support to help individuals quit smoking for good. Key features include:

Progress tracking
Cost savings calculator
Daily motivational support
Success stories and inspiration from others

Evidence shows that once someone reaches 28 days smoke-free, they are significantly more likely to quit for good. The NHS app is a trusted, evidence-based resource that can help patients reach this milestone.

Please update your materials and signposting procedures accordingly.

Thank you for your continued commitment to supporting Birmingham residents in leading healthier, smoke-free lives.


[bookmark: NO8]8.GPC England update

Please find attached update from GPC England for your information.  Included in the update are the following articles:

DDRB Pay Awards 2025/6
GP Wellbeing Resources
GP Unemployment Campaign
Sign up window for Advice and Guidance (A&E) Extended
New GP drive to find undiagnosed infected blood patients
Seniority Payments Update
Removal from Performer’s List: Urgent, 111 and Out of Hours (OOH) GPs
Foresight AI model trained on GP Data


Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00 and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net. If you do call the offices, then please leave a message as this will be transferred direct to our emails and we can respond quicker.

Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us. Could we also remind Practices that any copies of patient related correspondence MUST be anonymised as the LMC cannot accept patient identifiable data.

Helpful Links:
BMA Website: https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices

GOVERNMENT Website: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND Website: https://www.england.nhs.uk/
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