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WEEKLY NEWSLETTER – 4th of September 2025


1. RSV vaccination of older adults
2. NHS England expands OpenSAFELY beyond Covid remit
3. NHS Confederation general practice webinar on implementing online consultation tools
4. Actions to tackle sexual misconduct in the NHS
5. BMA survey on NHS sustainability 
6. BCC support request – Stop smoking advocates programme 
7. New: FTB referral update – If any practices wish to raise issues please contact the LMC
8. Busiest July on record for general practice teams
9. NHS cervical screening programme – digital results launching September 2025: reminder
10. RSV vaccinating programme: reminder 
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1.RSV vaccination of older adults

GP practices are currently permitted to provide RSV vaccinations to those aged 80 until 31 August 2025. The SFE will be amended to extend eligibility, so GP practices may continue to vaccinate people who turned (or will turn) 80 years old from 1 September 2024 until 31 August 2026.
Authorisation of these vaccinations via the RSV Patient Group Direction (PGD) will lapse on 31 August 2025, after which practices should use a Patient Specific Direction (PSD). Payments claims should continue to be made through locally agreed processes.
The RSV vaccination offers for those aged 75-79 years and pregnant women are unaffected
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2.NHS England expands OpenSAFELY beyond Covid remit

NHS England has written to GP practices informing them that the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care has issued Directions to enable the expansion of the OpenSAFELY research platform for non-COVID-19 purposes, a commitment announced in November 2023.
Under the Directions, NHS England has issued a new Data Provision Notice (DPN) to GP practices using either The Phoenix Partnership Ltd (TPP) or Optum, (formerly Egton Medical Information Systems (EMIS)) IT systems, requiring them to instruct their clinical system supplier to make data available to the OpenSAFELY platform. 

To action the instruction GP practices should follow the steps relevant to the clinical system:  
SystmOne - Go to Setup > Users & Policies > Organisation Preferences > OpenSAFELY (or search for OpenSAFELY in the search bar).
EMISWeb - Go to Configuration > Data Sharing Module > Search for OpenSAFELY.  
Please visit the NHS England Digital website or view the FAQs for more information. 
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3.NHS Confederation general practice webinar on implementing online consultation tools

In preparation for the 2025/26 GP contract requirement for practices to have online consultation tools available throughout core hours by 1 October 2025, the NHS Confederation, in collaboration with NHS England, is hosting a joint webinar series focused on implementation and best practice.

In this second session, Dr Simone Yule, GP Clinical Director at The Vale Network; Kate Jones, Operations Manager at Hereford Medical Group; and Lucy Jones, Primary Care Network Manager at Hereford Medical Group will join us to share insights on implementing online consultation tools in their respective practices. 

[bookmark: NO4]4.Actions to tackle sexual misconduct in the NHS 

NHS England has published Actions to tackle sexual misconduct in the NHS.
Primary care providers will receive guidance on how sexual safety frameworks such as the Charter and sexual misconduct policy framework may be adapted for primary care. The document includes an ask for primary care and further actions to identify and act against potential perpetrators of sexual misconduct in the NHS.

NHS England is committed to supporting and challenging the system to ensure a sexually safe environment for our staff and patients. 






[bookmark: NO5]5.BMA survey on NHS sustainability

BMA are running a survey to gauge doctors’ opinions of the NHS net zero goals and their ability to influence them. This includes questions on how far members feel able to influence sustainability practices in the NHS and where the barriers to engagement lie.
  
More information can be found here: https://www.bma.org.uk/news-and-opinion/bma-seeks-doctors-views-on-sustainability-efforts   
 
Survey link: https://www.research.net/r/nzBMAweb   
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I hope this email finds you well. We are getting in touch to request your support for a new initiative that Birmingham City Council Public Health is launching to enhance our stop smoking communications activity.
 
Stop smoking advocates programme
We have identified that smokers are significantly inspired by peer testimonials from individuals who have successfully quit smoking. These authentic voices help make the goal of giving up smoking seem more achievable and credible to those still on their quit journey. We are therefore establishing a dedicated advocates programme to utilise lived experiences to enhance our campaign effectiveness and audience engagement.
 
We will be recruiting advocates from individuals who have successfully quit smoking in the last few years. Individuals should have a willingness to share their personal quit smoking journeys and be comfortable with being on camera and/or public engagement. Advocates may be asked to participate in various activities such as media interviews, community events, and campaign content creation (photography/video creation). We will provide travel reimbursement and compensation for their contributions.
 
Your support needed
To help us reach potential advocates, we would like to send you promotional posters to display. We are asking that you:
Provide your contact name and address so we can post the attached poster to your premises 
Encourage suitable clients who are nearing the end of their support or have achieved their 4-week quit to get involved by scanning the QR code and completing our registration form
Present this as a positive opportunity for clients to sustain their quits and feel proud of their journey 
This initiative not only supports our broader public health goals but also provides your successful clients with an opportunity to help inspire others while celebrating their own achievements.

If you have any questions about the programme or would like to discuss this further, please do contact Feyi at Feyi.Ashamu@birmingham.gov.uk. The deadline for completion is 12th September latest please.
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Sent on behalf of BSMHFT

We wanted to let you know that from midday tomorrow (Friday 5 September), the updated children and young people’s referral form will be live on the Forward Thinking Birmingham (FTB) website.

The updated form includes new mandatory fields to help us better understand the needs of the children and young people being referred. These changes are designed to ensure they receive the right mental health care from the right team at the right time.         

What’s new?
The refreshed form will now ask for: 
Mandated Eating Disorder fields for anyone wanting to make a referral for an Eating Disorder. This is consistent with national guidance and expectations when referring to a Specialist Eating Disorder Service.
Widened protected characteristics required, in line with national standards:

Children’s care experience
Ethnicity and religion 
Expanded range of education status
School details mandatory for children and young people of school age

Mandated reports for ADHD:
Medication history
 Proof of ADHD diagnosis is now mandated (last clinical letter expected) for NHS assessments children and young people
 A copy of the full ADHD assessment diagnostic report is now mandatory for private assessments

This additional information helps us identify whether mental health support is already in place at school and allows us to make more informed decisions about care pathways.
We recognise how busy you are and appreciate the pressures of working between patient appointments. We know that completing the form takes time. However, referrals sent by email often miss key details, which can delay processing and access to support. This means we may need to follow up, which can delay the referral being processed and the child or young person receiving the support they need. By using the online form, we can ensure everything is captured from the start - helping us respond more quickly and appropriately.
 
We truly appreciate the time and effort it takes to complete the form and want to reassure you that every detail helps us build a clearer picture of the child or young person’s needs. This means faster, more accurate triage and better outcomes.
 
Looking ahead
We’re committed to improving the referral process and welcome your feedback. If you have ideas on how we can make the system more efficient while still capturing the information we need, please email Referral Management Centre at bch-tr.ftb-access@nhs.net 

[bookmark: NO8]8.Busiest July on record for general practice teams

General practice teams have delivered a record 33.6 million appointments in July 2025, up 4.3% on the year before and up nearly a quarter on the same period pre-pandemic (24.3% increase since 2019). GP teams also carried out high numbers of care home visits this July, with 127,112 carried out, the second highest on record.

[bookmark: NO9]9.NHS cervical screening programme – digital results launching September 2025: reminder

Practices are reminded that from this month, the NHS Cervical Screening Programme will start sending normal results digitally, via the NHS App. Patients with normal results will receive an app message and notification; if unread within 72 hours or where the patient doesn’t have the NHS App, a letter will be sent. Abnormal results will continue to be delivered by post. 
Actions for cervical screening providers: 

Inform patients attending a cervical screening that their results may be delivered via the NHS App
Read this provider guidance (login required) for further details and encourage patients to download the NHS App and enable notifications: www.nhs.uk/nhs-app/.

[bookmark: NU10]10.RSV vaccination programme: reminder 

Thank you to practices for their support in delivering RSV vaccines to eligible patients since the programme launched in September 2024.
Practices are reminded that they are required to proactively call and recall eligible older adults in accordance with the Vaccination and Immunisations Standards. This includes ensuring that the initial offer of an RSV vaccine is made as soon as a patient becomes eligible from their 75th birthday.  Eligible registered patients, including women from 28 weeks of pregnancy, should also be offered the vaccination on request / opportunistically. Invite templates are available on GOV.uk and communications materials on the Campaign Resource Centre.

Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00 and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net. If you do call the offices, then please leave a message as this will be transferred direct to our emails and we can respond quicker.



Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us. Could we also remind Practices that any copies of patient related correspondence MUST be anonymised as the LMC cannot accept patient identifiable data.

Helpful Links:
BMA Website: https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices

GOVERNMENT Website: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND Website: https://www.england.nhs.uk/
Birmingham Local Medical Committee – Newsletter 
image1.jpeg
Birmingham

LOCAL MEDICAL COMMITTEE

Supporting the Business of General Practice




