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WEEKLY NEWSLETTER – 6th of October 2025



1. MHRA confirms taking paracetamol during pregnancy remains safe and there is no evidence it causes autism in children
2. On violence and abuse towards NHS staff 
3. New: City, Sandwell and Walsall Breast Screening Service
4. New: GP additional guidance for flu vaccinations notes which systems flu vaccinations should be recorded in and under which circumstances 
5. New: National vaccination campaign to protect newborns this winter 
6. New: Seasonal vaccinations site campaign guide AW2025/26 version update
7. Stoptober Social Media
8. DWP/DFC survey
9. Please see attached GPC England update for the following items:


















[bookmark: NO1]1.MHRA confirms taking paracetamol during pregnancy remains safe and there is no evidence it causes autism in children 

An MHRA spokesperson has issued a statement assuring the public that paracetamol is safe to take during pregnancy.



[bookmark: NO2]2.On violence and abuse towards NHS staff

Primary care teams can download materials for use in healthcare settings to encourage patients to treat NHS staff with respect.

Practices are also encouraged to use our updated violence prevention and reduction support resources, alongside the updated NHS England violence prevention and reduction standard, and the learning offer such as the 1 hour e-Learning e-Learning Course  for all healthcare staff and the further Level 3,4 and 5 VPR training offer via the Royal Society of Public Health. 


[bookmark: NO3]3.New: City, Sandwell and Walsall Breast Screening Service

Women with breast symptoms should be referred to the Rapid Access Clinic 
The service screens eligible clients once every three years. We will contact individual GP practices when due for screening six weeks prior with information about the breast screening programme. Tel: 0121 507 2658
Please note the telephone number for appointments 0121 507 4967 option 1.

Mobile screening locations in addition to our static sites at the Breast Unit, City Health Campus and Walsall Manor Hospital.
Bloxwich (Pinfold Health Centre, Field Road, Bloxwich)
Dovedale (Dove Primary Care Centre) until 16th Oct then Tipton (Black Country Family Practice, Neptune Health Park) from 17th Oct 
Smethwick (Victoria Health Centre, off Windmill Lane)
Stockland Green (Stockland Green Health Centre, Reservoir Road) 
Wednesbury (Morrisons Supermarket, 239 Holyhead Road) 
Thank you for your continued support to encourage uptake.
Reasonable Adjustments

Please make us aware of any eligible clients who require extra support through the breast screening process.  
Please contact us via telephone 0121 507 4967 option 1 or via email swb-tr-cswbreastscreening@nhs.net to advise of clients with learning, cognitive or physical disabilities in advance. 

This allows us to send out an appropriate appointment and accompanying literature.  The more description of the disability and support required in advance of the invite will allow us to prepare the environment and create a more acceptable experience for our clients.
Please return the spreadsheet emailed to each practice prior to the start of screening





[bookmark: NO4]4.New: GP additional guidance for flu vaccinations notes which systems flu vaccinations should be recorded in and under which circumstances:

Some practices may have access to both a GP IT Clinical System and a Point of Care (PoC) System. For each influenza vaccination event, practices must only record in one, not both, of these systems. The system to be used is dependent on whether the vaccination event was administered by the practice individually, under an Influenza Collaboration Agreement, co-administered or synergistically delivered as part of a PCN grouping under a COVID-19 Collaboration Agreement. 

Vaccination events delivered individually by practices or as part of an Influenza Collaboration must be recorded in GP IT clinical system and not their PCN grouping PoC system.
Vaccination events co-administered with COVID-19 as part of a PCN grouping must be recorded in the PoC system using the co-administration template and not their practices’ GP IT clinical systems.
Vaccination events synergistically delivered alongside COVID-19 as part of a PCN grouping must be recorded in the GP IT clinical system.

In summary GPs should be recording Flu in an assured GPIT system - if using Optum this is EMIS Web and PCNs should be recording COVID and Co-Admin in an assured POC - if using Optum this is O4H.


[bookmark: NO5]5.New: National vaccination campaign to protect newborns this winter

The Department of Health and Social Care has launched a new national vaccination campaign, 'Stay Strong. Get Vaccinated', to protect newborn babies.
Expectant mothers are being urged to get vaccinated against flu, RSV, and whooping cough to protect their babies this winter, as the government launches a new national campaign. 
‘Stay Strong. Get Vaccinated’ campaign launched, encouraging pregnant women to get their jabs
National campaign urges vaccination against flu, RSV and whooping cough to protect newborns this winter
Vaccinations available through GPs, pharmacies and maternity services 
With 12 infant deaths from whooping cough since the beginning of 2024 and hundreds of babies hospitalised from vaccine-preventable illnesses, it is vital that pregnant women receive their vaccine at the right time - ideally between 20 and 32 weeks. General practice remains a vital part of delivering this protection for newborn babies.
Resources can be found here.










[bookmark: NO6]6.New: Seasonal vaccinations site campaign guide AW2025/26 version update

The Seasonal Vaccinations Site Campaign Guide has been updated. Changes from the previous version are highlighted in yellow. Updates include: 
Revised National Booking Service (NBS) and Manage Your Appointment (MYA) slides for ease of reading. (slides 20-21)
An additional summary (slide 31), of onboarding steps for community pharmacies that have signed up for the childhood seasonal flu pharmacy service
A link to the COVID-19 PGD and protocol (slide 5)
NHS England has sent letters to healthcare professionals to get vaccinated to protect not only themselves from illness during the busy winter months but also protect vulnerable patients by reducing transmission risk.

For this coming winter, NHS England has also developed new resources to support communications to encourage health and social care worker vaccination: Health and Social Care Worker flu vaccination campaign materials. Additionally, materials to support wider winter vaccination communications can be found in the Winter 2025/26 Communications Toolkit.


[bookmark: NO7]7.Stoptober Social Media

As you will know, this month marks Stoptober, the annual nationwide campaign running throughout October to encourage smokers to give up. 

You may have seen the social media toolkit that has been developed and disseminated by DHSC, the core theme of this year’s national Stoptober campaign is:

‘Let’s quit smoking together this Stoptober’ - This conveys strength in numbers - allowing us to reassure people that when quitting, they’re part of a large and supportive community of people like them. It also refers to the vast range of support that’s available to help people quit successfully. Ultimately, our aim is to let the smoker know that they are not alone in their quit attempt.

We have localised the national toolkit to drive forward the call to action for smokers to access the local service in Birmingham for help and support on their journey. The assets have also been localised including testimonials from those who have used the service in Birmingham. 

In the below Google Drive link, you will find:
The social media calendar: This includes social media post copy, along with the CTA links, hashtags, and suggested asset to use. The last tab also includes alt text for each static image.
Assets folder: Social statics, animations, and carousels 
National toolkit: This includes some useful help and advice for any wider Stoptober comms.
Please do tag @HealthyBrum in any posts so we can see all the activity across Birmingham!

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1aN0YHM0vnIqAtUrAgwBtJtejoLuntfh1?usp=sharing

Please forward this on to any relevant colleagues and do share their email address so they can be added to our campaign toolkit mailing list. Please let my colleague @Feyi Ashamu know if you have any queries.


[bookmark: NO8]8.DWP/DfC survey

The professional fees committee (PFC) negotiates and recommends a range of fees for doctors undertaking professional work outside their NHS contracts. The committee now seeks your valuable assistance.

PFC have reviewed member feedback indicating that the payment for completing Department of Work and Pensions (DWP) / Department for Communities (DfC, Northern Ireland) forms is inadequate; moreover it has remained unchanged since 2004. To negotiate an improved fee with DWP/DfC and highlight the value of your time, we kindly ask for your participation in a survey.
Your responses will help us demonstrate to DWP/DfC that higher fees could incentivise doctors to complete these forms. We understand your heavy workload but can reassure you that it will only take 5 minutes of your time to complete this survey. PFC is dedicated to working towards better fees across the UK and robust evidence from our members is essential for effective negotiations.

The survey will remain open for three weeks. Updates on our progress will be shared in the next PFC newsletter.

Should you have any questions or wish to raise a matter related to fees, please contact us at info.professionalfees@bma.org.uk.

Thank you for your support.


[bookmark: NO9]9.Please see attached GPC England update for the following items:

GPC England in dispute over unsafe contract changes
Implementing the contract changes – GPCE guidance
GP Premises Survey 2025: Summary of Findings 
Power in Numbers: Uniting Sessional GPs for Change
Representation of GP Educators working for NHS England 
GP wellbeing resources 


Please note our office contact times remain 10:00-16:00 and any queries on the day should be directed to birmingham.lmc@nhs.net. If you do call the offices, then please leave a message as this will be transferred direct to our emails and we can respond quicker.

Please note that the LMC are unable to accept calls or hold communications with patients, we are GP representatives, and we would respectfully ask that Practices do not advise patients to contact us. Could we also remind Practices that any copies of patient related correspondence MUST be anonymised as the LMC cannot accept patient identifiable data.

Helpful Links:
BMA Website: https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices

GOVERNMENT Website: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for recent and upcoming changes, guidance & support.

NHS ENGLAND Website: https://www.england.nhs.uk/
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