ORGANISATION NAME
Organisation Full Address (single line) 
Organisation Telephone Number 
BMA Appendix 12 – Shared-care agreements (provider letter)
Provider: [Insert Provider / Hospital Name]
Department: [Insert Department / Specialty / Clinic]
Long date letter merged 
Dear Colleague
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We are writing following your request, as per your enclosed letter, that this practice take on shared care arrangements for the above patient for [insert medicine/condition]. We are unable to take on the requested shared care arrangements.
This is for the following reason(s) (tick as appropriate):
|_|	The prescriber does not feel clinically confident in managing this individual patient’s condition, and there is a sound clinical basis for refusing to accept shared care
|_|	The medicine or condition does not fall within the criteria defining suitability for inclusion in a shared care arrangement
|_|	We do not feel we have the necessary expertise and skills to take clinical responsibility for the prescribing and monitoring of this medication
|_|	The prescribing of this medication has not been commissioned as a shared care enhanced service from this practice
|_|	No agreed written shared care protocol has been provided, or the patient has not been stabilised before the proposed transfer
[bookmark: Text1]|_|	Other reason:      
The BMA’s guidance Prescribing in General Practice is clear that shared care needs a formal written agreement to which both the GP and the specialist have willingly agreed, and that a GP may decline to take part if they consider it inappropriate. In that case the consultant retains full responsibility for prescribing and any necessary monitoring. This is consistent with NHS England’s guidance Responsibility for prescribing between primary and secondary/tertiary care.
You will be aware of the current pressures on general practice, and we are unable to undertake unresourced or inappropriate work that is outside our contractual responsibility, and which will as a result jeopardise our core duty of care to patients.
We have informed the patient that this work is not the responsibility of the practice and would be grateful if you would contact them directly to continue their care.
Thank you for your understanding.

Yours sincerely

Organisation Name 
