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Requests from schools for sickness notes (school letter)
School: [Insert school name]
Long date letter merged 
Dear Head Teacher
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We have been asked to provide a note confirming that this pupil was unwell and unable to attend school.
GPs are not required to provide notes for school absence, and the practice does not issue them. Fit notes are about fitness for work and are not needed for a short illness.
The Department for Education’s guidance, Working together to improve school attendance, says schools should not routinely ask for medical evidence of illness. In most cases a parent’s report that their child is ill is enough. Where there is genuine doubt, schools can accept other evidence, such as an appointment card or a prescription.
If a pupil has a longer-term medical condition that affects their attendance, the school should follow the statutory guidance Supporting pupils at school with medical conditions, working with the family and, where needed, the school nursing service.
If the school needs information about this pupil’s health, please write to us enclosing written consent from the parent or carer. This is not NHS work, and the practice may charge a fee.
Thank you for your understanding.

Yours sincerely

Organisation Name 
